Lutheran Marriage Encounter 

A Service of Forgiveness and Healing with  

Renewal of Marriage Vows

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PASTOR:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.

All:
And also with you.



  "Amazing Grace"

1.   Amazing  grace how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me!  I once was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but now I see.

2. Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, And grace my fears

relieved; How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed.

3. Thro' many dangers, toils and snares I have already come; 'Tis

grace has brought me safe thus far, And Grace will lead me home.

4. The Lord has promised good to me:  His word my hope secures.  He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures.

PASTOR:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  We now begin a service of healing.  We encourage all to participate, but if for some reason you choose not to, then stand silently and indicate your intent to your partner.
A service of healing must first begin with confession of our sins, for we have all sinned against God and our spouse and others and as Romans says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
But before we confess our sins, a word about forgiveness.  Most of us struggle with forgiveness at one time or another in our lives. When someone sins against us, it is only natural to want to try to get even or hurt them in return, but when we forgive, we give up our right to revenge.  Forgiving someone, does not necessarily mean we start trusting them; it doesn’t mean that what was done is ok now; and it does not mean we forget what happened.

Forgiving someone means that we will treat them as if we trust them, as if it is ok, and as if it is forgotten.  The difference here is significant and you will be allowed to keep a copy of this service for review and further thought after this weekend is over.  But realize that we give up any form of revenge.
Hear the word of God:  (Ps. 51:16-17, 1-3, 10-12)
 All together read: 16 For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.  You are not pleased with burnt offering.  17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.  1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion blot out my offenses.  2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin.  3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.  10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  12Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
PASTOR:  We have now come to the time where each of us may make confession of our sins to God and our spouse.  We ask you to face your spouse for this [remain silent if you choose not to do this].  (Please face Spouse and hold hands)
Husbands/Wives:  I confess that I have sinned against God and against you my beloved, in thought, word, and deed.  Some sins I am aware of and some I am not.  I have sinned by things I have said and done and I have sinned by things I have not said and not done.  I repent of all my sins; I am truly sorry, and I firmly intend to amend my life, and I ask you and God to help me.  In the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, I ask your forgiveness.   
SPOUSAL RESPONSE:  I forgive you.
PASTOR:  And now as your spouse has forgiven you, hear the following words as if spoken by Jesus himself.  In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake, God forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by His authority I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
PASTOR:  And now that we have made our confession and have heard and received words of forgiveness from our Spouse and God, we move to healing.  While healing has already occurred in our confession, it is helpful to also to ask God to give us healing.  Healing can take many forms:  healing for health; for body and soul; healing of a sickness or disease; healing of relationships; healing for us and for others.  God tells us in 1 Peter 5:7 – “Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.”
We will now take 2 minutes and each of you speak to your spouse about the healing that you seek either personally, for the two of you, or for others.            [two minutes]
And now would each of you make the sign of the cross on your partners forehead; and then put your hands on your spouses head as I speak the following words.

PASTOR:  Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, send your Holy Spirit upon all your servants here present; drive away all sickness of body and spirit; make whole that which is broken; deliver each and all of us from the power of evil; and preserve us in true faith, to share in the power of Christ’s resurrection and to serve you with all the saints now and forever more.
All respond with:  ‘Amen’

Thy Loving Kindness
Vs. 1:  Thy loving kindness is better than life. (2X)

(CHORUS)
MY LIPS SHALL PRAISE THEE:

THUS SHALL I BLESS THEE.

I WILL LIFT UP MY HANDS UNTO THE LORD.
Vs. 2:  I lift my hands up unto the Lord.
(2X)

Vs. 3:  I lift my voice up unto the Lord.
(2X)

Vs. 4:  I lift my heart up unto the Lord.
(2X)

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor’s Spouse: Let us pray.

All:
O God, you see how busy we are with many things.  Turn us to listen to your teachings and lead us to choose the one thing which will not be taken from us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

WE HEAR AND REFLECT on GOD'S GOOD NEWS for US

The First Lesson

The Second Lesson

The Reading of the Gospel

THE HYMN BEFORE THE SERMON            

Pass it On

It only takes a spark to get a fire going,

And soon all those around Can warm up its glowing,

That’s how it is with God’s love; Once you've experienced it,

You spread your love to everyone, You want to pass it on.

What a wondrous time is spring, 

When all the trees are budding,

The birds begin to sing, The flowers start their blooming,

That.s how it is with God’s love; Once you’ve experienced it,

You want to sing.  It's fresh like spring,

You want to pass it on.

I wish for you, my friend, This happiness that I've found;

You can depend on Him, It matters not where you're bound.

‘I’ll shout it from the mountain top!  I want my world to know,

The Lord of love has come to me. I want to pass it on.

SERMON:

      (Silence for Reflection on the sermon)

                            "The Apostles’ Creed"

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

And born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day He rose again.

He ascended into Heaven

And is seated on the right hand of the Father

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

The holy catholic church,

The communion of saints.

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,

And the life everlasting.  Amen

THE THANKOFFERING  

PASTOR: My fellow Christians, I implore you by God’s mercy to offer your very selves to the Lord as a living sacrifice, dedicated and fit for his service.  This is our reasonable worship, offered by mind and heart.  Let us adapt ourselves no longer to the pattern of  this present world, but let our minds be remade and our whole nature transformed.  Help us, O Lord, to discern your will and to know what is your good, acceptable and perfect will and purpose.

All:  We place our notebooks upon the altar as a symbol of ourselves.  They are interlaced to symbolize our coupleness, dedicated to the Lord and reflecting the oneness of the Triune God.

 (Notebooks will be returned at the end of the service.)

THE OFFERTORY  (Spoken)
Bless our lives, bless our love

Come, O Lord, and be with us,

May our hearts glow with peace;

Come with your love to surround us.

Friendship and love, may they bloom and grow,

Bloom and grow forever.

Bless our lives, bless our love,

Bless all people forever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, And the Glory, forever and ever.  Amen

THE RENEWAL OF OUR MARRIAGE VOWS

PASTOR:  Do you again take your spouse to be your beloved according to the vision of selfless love proclaimed in the Gospel?

All:  I do.

[Husbands first/ then wives:]
I,_________,  again take you, _________, to be my wife (my husband) from this day forward, to join with you and to share all that is to come, and I promise to be faithful to you until death parts us.

Husbands may kiss their Brides]
PASTOR:  And now may the Lord God, who created our first parents and established them in marriage, establish and sustains you, that you may continue to find delight in each other and grow in holy love until your life’s end.  Amen
THE BENEDICTION

PASTOR:   The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

All:  Amen

THE DISMISSAL

PASTOR:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord

All:   Thanks be to God.

                “Love, Love, Love"

Love, love, love, That’s what it’s all about.

Cause God loves us We love each other,

Mother, father, sister, brother.

Everybody sing and shout, Cause that’s what It’s all about.

It’s about love, love, love, It’s about love, love, love.

(2) Peace, peace, peace.

(3) Joy, joy, joy.

(4)  Us, Us, Us

The Return of the Notebooks. 

